introduction of water charges in Northern Ireland
by pledging to refuse to pay. Water charges and
bin tax were fought and defeated in the South
using direct action - anti-water charge campaign-
ers in the north can learn valuable lessons from
these victories. Civil disobedience and direct ac-
tion also defeated Thatcher’s Poll Tax in Britain.

Across Europe thousands of students have come
out against the hiking of fees and the attacks on
allowances, many of whom have broken from the
strait-jacket of ‘peaceful’ a -to-b marches.

Direct action is harder to ignore than a short
dander round our cities!

A REJECTION
OF 'POWERLESSNESS’

Direct action is a rejection of the notion that
working-class people are powerless to change
their conditions. Improvements to our lives are not
handed down benevolently from above - they
must be fought for. For libertarian communists di-
rect action is more than an effective means of de-
fence or even of going on the offensive and
changing something for the better - it is, for the
working-class:

“A continuous schooling for their powers of re-
sistance, showing them every day that every
least right has to be won by unceasing strug-
gle against the system” (Rudolf Rocker)

Direct action is an essential preparation for the
free socialist society that we strive to create.
Through engaging in direct action, even when we
made mistakes, we have the opportunity to learn
from experience that there is no need to leave
things to ‘experts’ or professional politicians. We
should have learnt by now that that course offers
us nothing but disempowerment, betrayal and bro-
ken promises, and results in a pervading sense of
powerlessness. And yet we are far from powerless!

Direct action teaches us to control our own
struggles while building a culture of resistance
that links with other workers in struggles. Solidar-
ity and mutual aid find real expression and as our
confidence grows so too does our ability to
change the world. It is needed now more than
ever, and we also need a campaign which op-
poses all cuts and fees, which is controlled by its
members & participants, which is ready & willing
to promote direct action and is willing to fight.
Such a campaign of must be geared towards es-
calating the struggle to the point of a general
strike against austerity - anything else is likely to
fail, and we cannot afford to fail.

DIRECT ACTION GETS
THE GoobDs!

ORGANISE!

Organise! are an anarcho-syndicalist group in
Ireland. They publish a quarterly newspaper, The
Leveller, and regular news bulletins. Links to issues
of the Leveller, from issue 6 onwards, can be found
on their site below.

ORGANISE-IRELAND.BLOGSPOT.COM

Local Contact:
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